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(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 445, a bill to improve security
at State and local courthouses.
S. 448
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
448, a bill to allow seniors to file their
Federal income tax on a new Form
1040SR.
S. 452
At the request of Mr. FRANKEN, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. MENENDEZ) and the Senator from
Florida (Mr. NELSON) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 452, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to re-
duce the incidence of diabetes among
Medicare beneficiaries.
S. 463
At the request of Mr. PRYOR, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 463, a bill to amend the Farm
Security and Rural Investment Act of
2002 to modify the definition of the
term ‘‘biobased product’.
S. 470
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP), the Senator from
Louisiana (Ms. LANDRIEU), the Senator
from Vermont (Mr. LEAHY), the Sen-
ator from North Carolina (Mr. BURR),
the Senator from Alaska (Mr. BEGICH)
and the Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
MURPHY) were added as cosponsors of
S. 470, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to require that the Purple
Heart occupy a position of precedence
above the new Distinguished Warfare
Medal.
S. 484
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 484, a bill to amend the Toxic Sub-
stances Control Act relating to lead-
based paint renovation and remodeling
activities.
S. CON. RES. 6
At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Con. Res. 6, a concurrent resolu-
tion supporting the Local Radio Free-
dom Act.
S. RES. 26
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
names of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) and the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. RISCH) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 26, a resolution rec-
ognizing that access to hospitals and
other health care providers for patients
in rural areas of the United States is
essential to the survival and success of
communities in the United States.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. UDALL of Colorado:

S. 503. A bill to establish the Sangre
de Cristo National Historical Park, and
for other purposes; to the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources.
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to introduce legisla-
tion recognizing one of Colorado’s most
historically significant regions—the
San Luis Valley.

It is no exaggeration to say that the
unique history and culture of the re-
gion we commonly call ‘the Valley’ is
one of the richest in our state, region,
and nation, particularly as an example
of early Hispano and Latino settle-
ment. As an avid student of history—
like so many of my colleagues—I find
that the more I learn and experience
the stories, people, and places of the
Valley, the more I want to learn.

First explored by Spanish Colonial
expeditions in the 17th century,
Hispano families from Northern New
Mexico made many attempts at perma-
nent settlement in this region, but
weren’t successful until the late 1840s,
after the territory became part of Mex-
ico. With the oldest town, San Luis,
and the oldest water right, the People’s
Ditch, in Colorado, the San Luis Valley
hosts some of the most intact Mexican
territorial settlements in the South-
west. Many descendants of those origi-
nal settlers continue to live in the re-
gion today.

But despite this incredibly rich his-
tory, millions of people visit Colorado
every year who are not familiar with
the San Luis Valley. The legislation I
am introducing today would create the
Sangre de Cristo National Historic
Park, named for the stunning moun-
tain range that forms the eastern bor-
der of the valley. The Sangre de Cristo
National Historic Park would link to-
gether a series of historically signifi-
cant sites throughout the valley—pro-
tecting and preserving them for future
generations to experience and learn
from.

Creating this park will help to tell
the story of Colorado’s earliest set-
tlers.

Telling these stories and protecting
these sites is important because of
their intrinsic value to our history,
culture and future generations. But
they are also important to the econ-
omy as our state and country are
emerging from the worst economy in a
generation. The Sangre de Cristo Na-
tional Historic Park could serve as an
anchor for a regional tourism economy
that can bring jobs to the entire San
Luis Valley and Southern Colorado
while recognizing and celebrating the
Valley’s rich and important history.

Over the last several years, I have
held a series of town hall meetings in
San Luis, La Jara and Alamosa to
learn more about the recently created
Sangre de Cristo National Heritage
Area and to hear the views of the local
communities. I heard a great deal of
support for the National Historic Park
concept, and today marks an impor-
tant step forward in the process of cre-
ating this meaningful, if overdue, park.

I look forward to working with
stakeholders, local communities and
my colleagues to move this legislation
forward.

S1271

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and
Mr. SCHUMER):

S. 506. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide re-
cruitment and retention incentives for
volunteer emergency service workers;
to the Committee on Finance.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Volunteer
Emergency Services Recruitment and
Retention Act of 2013. This bill fixes a
long-standing problem with the tax
code that impedes the ability of volun-
teer fire departments to recruit and re-
tain both firefighter and emergency
service personnel.

For years, local and State govern-
ments have provided their volunteer
firefighters and EMS personnel with
different forms of benefits including
Length of Service Award Plans, com-
monly known as LOSAPs. These are
pension-like benefits for volunteer
emergency responders.

Unfortunately, the way the tax code
handles LOSAPs hinders departments’
abilities to administer the plans and
makes it more difficult for volunteer
emergency Dpersonnel to receive the
benefits.

My bill would simplify the taxation
of LOSAPs in two steps. First, it would
allow LOSAPs to be elected as deferred
compensation plans, and second, it
would exempt them from the Employee
Retirement Income Security Act of
1974. These two changes will improve
access to LOSAP benefits for volunteer
emergency responders, without in-
creasing federal spending.

Today, an estimated 180,000 volunteer
firefighters across 27 states participate
in some form of LOSAP. Many States
that do not offer these benefits would
be more likely to do so if the Federal
tax code were simplified. This, in turn,
would help volunteer fire departments
to recruit more easily and retain per-
sonnel. These men and women, our
local first responders, are the founda-
tion of our emergency response capa-
bilities.

These volunteers put their lives on
the line to help protect our commu-
nities, and their spirit of selflessness
and service should be rewarded. I am
pleased to introduce this legislation
with Senator SCHUMER, and I look for-
ward to working with my colleagues to
pass this bill through the Senate and
into law.

——————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 69—CALLING
FOR THE PROTECTIONS OF RELI-
GIOUS MINORITY RIGHTS AND
FREEDOMS IN THE ARAB WORLD

Mr. INHOFE submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 69

Whereas, on January 25, 2011, in Tahrir
Square, Egyptian protestors found their
voice when they successfully ended the 30-
plus year rule of President Mubarak and
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